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eliminating poverty around the world.
It is also a reflection of the valuable
role he has played in giving back to his
local community.

Don Amert with East Central South
Dakota Habitat for Humanity is a part-
ner in Amert Construction of Madison,
SD. He has provided leadership as the
East Central South Dakota Habitat for
Humanity’s construction chairman.
Along with help from volunteers, Don
completed the first 2 houses for East
Central South Dakota Habitat for Hu-
manity. Not only did Don provide af-
fordable housing, but he also taught
his volunteers proper building tech-
niques.

It gives me great pleasure to recog-
nize Don Amert and to congratulate
him on receiving this well-earned
award and wish him continued success
in the years to come.®

——

RECOGNIZING OWEN BAIN

e Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize Owen Bain for receiv-
ing the Supporter of the Year Award
from the South Dakota Habitat for Hu-
manity. This is a prestigious award
that reflects his hard work and dedica-
tion to eliminating poverty around the
world. It is also a reflection of the val-
uable role he has played in giving back
to his local community.

Owen Bain works with the Habitat
for Humanity of Beadle County. He is a
hobby carpenter and has volunteered
more than 180 hours of labor in Habi-
tat’s recent projects. Owen played an
integral role in the building process,
all the while maintaining his humble
disposition. Owen is a model volunteer
who has contributed greatly to the suc-
cess of Habitat for Humanity.

It gives me great pleasure to recog-
nize Owen Bain and to congratulate
him on receiving this well-earned
award and wish him continued success
in the years to come.®

————

RECOGNIZING BENCHMARK FOAM,
INC.

e Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize Benchmark Foam
Inc. for receiving the Supporter of the
Year Award from the South Dakota
Habitat for Humanity. This is a pres-
tigious award that reflects their hard
work and dedication to eliminating
poverty around the world. It is also a
reflection of the valuable role they
have played in giving back to their
local community.

Benchmark Foam Inc. is partnered
with Watertown Region Habitat for
Humanity and is based in Watertown,
South Dakota. The Benchmark team
has produced and provided expanded
polystyrene and other specialty plas-
tics for the construction of Habitat
homes. Benchmark has developed a
longstanding relationship with the Wa-
tertown Region affiliate. Benchmark
and its employees have made their
mark on the Habitat for Humanity
progress in the area.
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It gives me great pleasure to recog-
nize Benchmark Foam Inc. and to con-
gratulate them on receiving this well-
earned award and wish them continued
success in the years to come.®

———

RECOGNIZING CLARK’S RENTALS

e Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize Clark’s Rentals for
receiving the Supporter of the Year
Award from the South Dakota Habitat
for Humanity. This is a prestigious
award that reflects their hard work
and dedication to eliminating poverty
around the world. It is also a reflection
of the valuable role they have played in
giving back to their local community.

Clark’s Rentals is partnered with
Habitat for Humanity of Yankton
County. Clark’s Rentals began oper-
ating in 1991, and after only 5 years
they supported the new Yankton affil-
iate of Habitat for Humanity by pro-
viding equipment without cost.
Through their support of Habitat’s
mission, Clark’s Rentals has enabled
the Yankton affiliate to expand their
goal of providing affordable housing.
Special recognition is due to Larry and
Joan Clark of Clark’s Rentals as well
as their supportive staff members, Carl
Clark, Ray Dorat, and Jimmy Olson.

It gives me great pleasure to recog-
nize Clark’s Rentals and to congratu-
late them on receiving this well-earned
award and wish them continued success
in the years to come.®

RECOGNIZING CAROLYN DOWNS

e Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, Carolyn
Downs is the outgoing executive direc-
tor of The Banquet in Sioux Falls, SD
who is stepping down after 20 years of
service to the Sioux Falls community.

The Banquet, an ecumenical min-
istry, has been providing free meals to
the Sioux Falls community since 1985.
In the past year, The Banquet served
137,000 guests. Since she started her
work with The Banquet in 1988, Caro-
lyn has organized thousands of volun-
teers and served countless meals. Caro-
lyn learned from her mother at a
young age that sharing meals was a
way that people show their love to oth-
ers. The secret to her success is her
ability to put herself in other people’s
shoes. Carolyn encourages her volun-
teers to not only provide food to those
that come to her center, but also to ex-
press compassion and understanding
through conversation and interaction.
Carolyn’s love for others is reflected in
her perpetual smile and her giving spir-
it.

South Dakota’s communities are
held together by dedicated individuals
like Carolyn Downs who commit their
time and energy to helping those
around them. She is truly an example
of what it means to serve others. Her
leadership and dedication to The Ban-
quet will be greatly missed. It gives me
great pleasure to congratulate Carolyn
on a successful career and wish her the
best on her retirement.e
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RECOGNIZING DAVE FLECK

e Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize Dave Fleck for re-
ceiving the Supporter of the Year
Award from the South Dakota Habitat
for Humanity. This is a prestigious
award that reflects his hard work and
dedication to eliminating poverty
around the world. It is also a reflection
of the valuable role he has played in
giving back to his local community.

Dave Fleck works with the Greater
Sioux Falls Habitat for Humanity. His
company, Sioux Falls Construction,
has donated construction management
services to the Greater Sioux Falls
Habitat affiliate. Dave has taken on
leadership roles in the construction
and site selection for 8 years now. He
has participated in Habitat activities
at every level. Dave is also a member
of the chamber of commerce. The
Greater Sioux Falls Habitat for Hu-
manity truly benefits from the support
that Dave Fleck provides.

It gives me great pleasure to recog-
nize Dave Fleck and to congratulate
him on receiving this well-earned
award and wish him continued success
in the years to come.®

————

RECOGNIZING THE JOHN T.
VUCUREVICH FOUNDATION

e Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize the John T.
Vucurevich Foundation for receiving
the Supporter of the Year Award from
the South Dakota Habitat for Human-
ity. This is a prestigious award that re-
flects their hard work and dedication
to eliminating poverty around the
world. It is also a reflection of the val-
uable role they have played in giving
back to their local community.

The John T. Vucurevich Foundation
works with the Black Hills Area Habi-
tat for Humanity. With the impressive
financial support the John T.
Vucurevich Foundation has shown, the
Black Hills Area Habitat affiliate has
been able to obtain a ReStore Outlet.
The John T. Vucurevich Foundation
has shown its continued support by
providing construction materials and
furthering the goals of the Black Hills
Area affiliate in many ways.

It gives me great pleasure to recog-
nize the John T. Vucurevich Founda-
tion and to congratulate them on re-
ceiving this well-earned award and
wish them continued success in the
years to come.e®

——————

HONORING JUNE JAMES

e Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
wish to honor June James of Hazel, SD.
June was chosen as the 2007 Spirit of
South Dakota Award winner. This im-
pressive award reflects June’s vision,
courage, and strength of character in
the development of her family, commu-
nity, and State.

June is a lifelong South Dakotan who
reflects the values and traditions that
make our State great. She is dedicated
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